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traditional wedding saris. Here are some 

most used drape styles with their method. 

Athpourey sari from Bengal  

Bengali saris are well famous for the royal 

religious look, depicting the royal ethnic look 

of their Bengali culture. A sari in white and 

red border is the origin in the culture of 

Bengali puja rituals. Heavy saris with silk 

woven motifs and border look are highlighted 

by this drape. There are no lower drape pleats 

in this sari. 

One of the most recognizable saris draping 

style is the Bengali style. Unlike the modern 

day sari, it has a box pleat at the front on both 

sides. Traditionally a bunch of keys was 

attached to the pallu thrown over the right 

shoulder.  

 

Nivi sari from Andhra Pradesh 

Nivi style sari is the most common style of 

draping the sari that is not only seen in India 

but the World over. Its point of origin has 

been traced back to Andhra Pradesh. 

A typical Nivi drape starts with one end of 

the sari tucked into a waist line of the 

petticoat and then wrapped around with the 

mid even pleats below the navel. These pleats 

are once again tucked into the waistline of 

the petticoat and the final pallu is wrapped on 

the upper part of the body. 

 

Mekhela Chador fron Assam 

Mekhela Chador is the traditional Assamese 

dress, worn by women of all ages except 

children. There are two main pieces of cloth 

that are draped around the body - 

 The bottom portion, draped from the waist 

downwards, is called the Mekhela. A very 

wide cylinder of cloth that is folded into 

pleats to fit around the waist and tucked 

in. the folds are to the right, as apposed to 

the pleats in the Nivi style of sari, which 

are folded to the left. 

 The top portion of the two piece dress, 

called the Chador, is a long length of cloth 

that has one end tucked into the upper 

portion of the Mekhela and the rest draped 

over and around the rest of the body. 

Nauvari sari fron Maharashtra  
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Nauvari sari are also called Kacha sari. The 

Kache sari is also known as the Kasta sari 

and is essentially a traditional sari worn by 

women in India state of Maharashtra. In this 

style of sari, the garment is draped and then 

tucked at the back in order to create the 

illusion of wearing parts. Due to the fact that 

this style of sari actually uses a single cloth 

that measures 9 yards. In this sari women do 

not wear a petticoat under the garment. 

 

 

Mundum Nariyathum sari from Kerala 

MundumNariyathum is the traditional style 

of clothing of the women in Kerala, South 

India. MundumNariyathum sari, the basic 

requirement is the traditional piece of 

clothing called as the Mundu or the lower 

garment while the Nariyathum is the upper 

garment that comes over the Mundu. The one 

side of the Nariyathu is appropriately tucked 

inside the petticoat that is also called as 

pavadi in Malayalam. A blouse is also worn 

beneath the Nariyathu and the Nariyathu is 

kept in a way that it reaches above the breast 

bone of the body. It is then taken over 

diagonally across the body from along the 

right hips towards the left shoulder that goes 

across the midriff. The remaining portion of 

Nariyathu is left like a palla on the left 

shoulder. 

 

Seedha Pallu from U.P., Gujarat and 

Rajasthan 

The gujarati way of draping a sari is also 

known as Seedha Pallu style. It is not only 

common in Gujarat, but also in U.P., M.P., 

Rajasthan and Bihar. This style of draping 

the sari makes you look slim too. Seedha 

Pallu is that while normal saree is draped is a 

clockwise manner with the pallu falling to 

your back, the Seedha Pallu was 

anticlockwise direction, with the pallu falling 

in the front and covering the chest with 

pleats. This way, the beautiful embroidery on 

the pallu can be showed off well. 
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Kunbi sari from Goa 

Originally the Kunbi sari was dyed in red and 

black and woven in small and large checks. 

This sari was originally worn without the 

choli, however it was worn with a simple 

blouse having puffed sleeves. Goan Gauda 

and Kunbise, use this style of wearing the 

kappad or the sari, a form of draping, 

fashioned by fastening a knot below the 

shoulder in the fabric, with a piece of cloth 

going across the left shoulder secured at the 

back. 

 

Madisar sari from Tamilnadu 

The Madisar style drape of Tamil Nadu that 

is worn as part of their culture by the women 

of the Tamil Nadu is a long sari wrapped 

around the body and legs in a trouser style. 

Thus not require one to wear a petticoat. It 

follows the ardhanareeshwara style of 

draping, meaning half men and half women. 

The lower half is draped like a dhoti while 

the upper half is pleated like sari. 

 

Phanek sari from Manipur 

A traditional Manipuri costume for women 

includes a shawl known as Innaphi, a wrap 

around cloth known as Phanek. The Phanek 

is usually worn as a mini sari with a blouse 

and an upper cloth. They are mostly hand 

woven and are available only in black color’s 

or stripes. In Innaphis worn by Manipuri 

women resemble the modern innovation of a 

wraparound skirt. 

 

Santhal sari from Jharakhand 

Traditional Santhal saris are characterized by 

their chequard pattern. One of the simplest 

saris to drape, it has evolved over the years 

with an improvement in the economic status 

of the tribe. It has a box pleat at the front and 

the pallu is pulled over the left shoulder in a 

big triangle. The rest of the pallu is tucked in 

a front. 
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