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Abstract  

Tourism is the world’s largest industry with 
over 10 percent of GDP globally directly 
related to tourism activities. In 2000 tourism 
contributed 11% for world GDP, 8% for world 
employment, 7.9% for world exports and 9.4% 
for world investment. 
After the debate at the Rio Earth Summit in 
1992 the concept of sustainability has become 
a fundamental issue in tourism. The concept of 
sustainability when applied to tourism can be 
perceived and interpreted in various ways. 
Sustainable tourism means achieving a 
particular combination of number and types of 
visitors, the cumulative effect of whose 
activities at a given destination together with 
the actions of the servicing businesses can 
continue into the foreseeable future without 
damaging the quality of the environment on 
which the activities are based. 
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Eco tourism is responsible travel to national 
areas and sustains the well being of local 
people. It is an amalgamation of interests 
arising and sustains the well being of local 
people. It is an amalgamation of interests 
arising out of environmental, economic and 
social concerns. Negative impact from tourism 
occurs when the level of visitor use is greater 
than the environment’s ability to cope with this 
use within the acceptable limits of change. It 
can put enormous pressure on area and lead to 
impacts such as soil erosion, increased 
pollution, discharges into the sea, natural 
habitat loss, increased pressure on endangered 
species and heightened vulnerability to forest 
fires. It often puts strain on water resources and 
it can force local population to compete for the 
use of critical resources. The range of issues 
which need to be stressed when debate is on 
eco tourism is how can we provide the 
movement of million of people across 
boundaries and many many millions within -
the boundaries to deliver a sustainable product 
particularly where eco systems are fragile and 
yet an attraction for tourist gaze and the 
responsible action on the part of tourists and 
tourism industry. There is also need for policy 
initiatives that would help to promote tourism 
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as well as efforts to control its damaging 
impact on environment. The aim of this paper 
is to discuss the measures for providing the eco 
tourism and responsibility on the part of 
tourists and tourism industry to conserve 
environment.  
 

Introduction        
Environment is the concern of mankind. After 
the debate at the Rio Earth Sumit in 1992 the 
concept of sustainability has become a 
fundamentally issue in tourism. The concept of 
sustainability when applied to tourism can be 
perceived and interpreted in various ways. 
Sustainable tourism means achieving a 
particular combination of number and types of 
visitors, the cumulative effect of whose 
activities at a given destination together with 
the actions of the serving business can continue 
into the foreseeable future without damaging 
the quality of the environment on which the 
activities are based. 

Men have been fascinated by travel and 
tourism from the earliest historical place. He 
always has had the urge to discover the 
unknown, to explore new and strange places, to 
seek changes of environment and to undergo 
new experiences. However, international 
organizations support tourisms for its 
contributions to the world place, the benefits of 
mixing peoples and cultures, the economic 
advantages which it can ensure and the fact 
that tourism is a relatively ‘clean’ industry. 
The importance of tourisms was highlighted 
when the UN general assembly designated 
1967 as the International Tourism year. It 
recognized that tourism is a basic and desirable 

human activity. The so called Manila 
Declaration supports the view that tourism is 
an activity essential to the life of nations 
because of its direct effects on social, cultural, 
educational and economic sectors of societies.  

There are various definitions of tourism. 
Theobaid (1994) suggested that 
etymologically, the word ‘tour’ is derived from 
the Latin ‘tornare’ and the Greek ‘tornos’ 
meaning ‘ lathe or circle, the movement around 
a central point or axis. 

The Macmillan Dictionary defines tourism as 
the business of providing services for people 
who are travelling for their holiday. Wikipedia 
defines it as travel for recreational, leisure or 
business purpose.  

Therefore, tourism is an amalgam of 
phenomena and relationships, rather than a 
single one. These phenomena and relationships 
arise from movement of people and their stay 
in various destinations. The journey and stay 
are outside the normal place of work and 
residence and the movement is temporary. 

Tourism is an activity comprising three 
elements. 

1. The consumer or visitor who is undertaking 
the activity or transaction. 

2. The product which is the activity or 
transaction itself, usually the obtaining of 
goods or services and. 

3. The service which is the body supplying 
the goods / services or the environment in 
which the event takes place. 

Over the decades tourisms has over the 
decades tourism had experienced continued 
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growth and deepening diversification to 
become one of the fastest growing economic 
sectors in the world. Tourism has become a 
throwing global industry with the power to 
shape developing countries in both positive 
and negative ways. No doubt it has become the 
fourth largest industry in the global economy. 

Development of tourism in India 

Early Development  

The first conscious and organized efforts to 
promote tourism in India were made in 1945 
when a committee was set up by the 
Government under the Chairmanship of Sir 
John Sargent, the then Educational Adviser to 
the Government of India (Krishna, A.G., 
1993). Thereafter, the development of tourism 
was taken up in a planned manner in 1956 
coinciding with the Second Five Year Plan. 
The approach has evolved from isolated 
planning of single unit facilities in the Second 
and Third Five Year Plans. The Sixth Plan 
marked the beginning of a new era when 
tourism began to be considered a major 
instrument for social integration and economic 
development. 

But it was only after the 80’s that tourism 
activity gained momentum. The Government 
took several significant steps. A National 
Policy on tourism was announced in 1982. 
Later in 1988, the National Committee on 
Tourism formulated a comprehensive plan for 
achieving a sustainable growth in tourism. In 
1992, a National Action Plan was prepared and 
in 1996 the National Strategy for Promotion of 
Tourism was drafted. In 1997, the New 
Tourism Policy recognises the roles of Central 
and State governments, public sector 

undertakings and the private sector in the 
development of tourism were.  The need for 
involvement of Panchayati Raj institutions, 
local bodies, non-governmental organizations 
and the local youth in the creation of tourism 
facilities has also been recognised. 

Present situation and features of tourism in 
India 

Today tourism is the largest service industry in 
India with a contribution of 6.23% the national 
GDP ad providing 8.78% of the total 
employment. India witness’s more than 5 
million annual foreign tourists’ arrivals and 
562 million domestic tourist visits. The tourism 
industry in India generated about US $ 100 
billion in 2008 and that is expected to increase 
to US 275.5 billion by 2018 at a 9.4% annual 
growth rate. The ministry of Tourism is the 
nodal agency to the development and 
promotion of tourisms in India and maintains 
the “incredible India” campaign. 

According to World Travel and Tourism 
council, India will be a tourism hotspot from 
2009-2018, having the highest 10-year growth 
potential. As per the Travel and Tourism 
competitiveness Report 2009 by the World 
Economic Forum, India is ranked 11th in the 
Asia Pacific region and 62nd overall, moving 
up three places on the list of world’s attractive 
destinations. It is ranked the 14th best tourist 
destination for its natural resources and 24th for 
its cultural resources, with many World 
Heritage Sites, both natural and cultural, rich 
fauna, and strong creative industries in the 
country. India also bagged 37th rank for its air 
transport network. The India travel and tourism 
industry ranked 5th in the long-term (10-year) 
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growth and is expected to be the second largest 
employer in the world by 2019. 

The first-ever Indian Tourism Day was 
celebrated on January 25, 1998. The Year 1999 
was celebrated as Explore India Millennium 
Year by presenting a spectacular tableau on the 
cultural heritage of India at the Republic Day 
Parade and organising India Tourism Expo in 
New Delhi and Khajuraho. Moreover, the 
campaign ‘Visit India Year 2009’ was 
launched at the International Tourism 
Exchange in Berlin, aimed to project India as 
an attractive destination for holidaymakers. 
The government joined hands with leading 
airlines, hoteliers, holiday resorts and tour 
operators, and offered them a wide range of 
incentives and bonuses during the period 
between April and December, 2009. 

International travel and tourism  

It has had a remarkable record of consistent 
growth, expanding faster than the worlds GDP 
in the last four decades. During the last 40 
years, travel and tourisms has been growing 
7.2% in volume and 12.3% in value per year.  

There were 696.7 million tourists around the 
world in 2000 and 692.7 million in 2001 (the 
fall in 2001 in due to past Sept. 11, 2001). 
International tourists have increased by more 
than 1500% in the past thirty years. The WTO 
forecast the tourism’s absolute contribution to 
the world economy by 2005 world is US $ 
1369 billion in tax revenue. The high flying 
region will be Asia where growth between 7% 
and 10% is expected that will eventually lead 
the region to capture half of international travel 
by 2005. 

Adventure tourism and Holiday tourism 

India’s vast geographical diversity provides a 
vast potential for adventure tourism and hence 
the travel agents and tour operators very often 
specialize in certain fields offering package 
deals for groups as well as the individuals. 
Mountaineering trekking and rock climbing, 
ballooning and hang gliding, camel treks and 
desert safaris, white water rafting and river 
exploration are some of the exciting offers. 
Apart from this there are sports like skinning, 
scuba diving and underwater coral viewing 
angling, wildlife, and bird watching, golf, 
tennis badminton, polo, swimming and motor 
rallies amongst other sports. 

Need assessment of impact of tourisms on 
environment  

All ecosystems, including human communities 
have thresholds of tolerance for pollution and 
disturbances beyond which, the system may 
suffer anything form temporary upsets to 
complete destruction. The negative impacts 
from tourism occur when the level of visitor 
use is greater than the environment’s ability to 
cope with this use within acceptable limits of 
change. Uncontrolled conventional tourisms 
poses potential threats to many natural areas 
around the world. It can put enormous pressure 
on an area and lead to impacts such as soil 
erosion, increased pollution discharges into 
sea, natural habitat loss, increased pressure on 
endangered species and heightened 
vulnerability to forest fires. It often puts strains 
on water resources, and it can force local 
populations to compete for the use of critical 
resources. One definition of eco-tourisms is 
“the practice of low impact educational, 
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ecologically and culturally sensitive travel that 
benefits local communities and host countries 
(Honey, 1999). Many of the ecotourism 
projects are not meeting these standards. Even 
if some of the guidelines are being executed 
the local communities are still facing other 
negative impacts. South Africa is one of the 
countries that are reaping significant economic 
benefits from eco tourisms but negative effects 
– including forcing people to leave their 
homes, gross violations of fundamental rights, 
and environmental hazards – far out-weigh the 
medium terms economic benefits (Miller, 
2007). 

Developmental activities have taken a toll on 
the environment and has resulted in loss of 
biodiversity. One of the major causes of the 
degeneration of environment is unplanned and 
unchecked developmental activities in the 
tourists destinations. Tourism though 
beneficial for the country’s economy harms 
nature when it is not planned properly. People 
who come to enjoy the scenic beauty often 
litter the places with polythene and left over 
food without thinking about its adverse impact 
on the environment. The Dal Lake Srinagar 
which was one pristine has lost its nature due 
to tourist’s pressure and is new covered with 
animal carcasses, sewage and weeds. The lake 
has shrunks as it was unable to handle the 
pollution caused by constant tourist’s influx. 

Tourisms industry also involves construction 
of hotels and lodges. These lodges are created 
near or on the banks of a lake or a river. The 
sewage water flows into lake water or sea, 
polluting its marine ecosystem. Tourisms also 
results in disorderly and scattered tourists 

facilities which generally are not eco friendly 
and that leads to aesthetic degradation of the 
landscape. It also has negative impact on the 
natural resources as it contribute to soil 
erosion, increase pollution and discharges into 
the sea, natural habitat loss and increase 
pressure on endangered species. 

Trekking activities in mountainous region 
often result in over consumption of food. Tour 
bases are also a cause of pollution as they emit 
CFC, CO2 and other green house gases as they 
often leave their motor running for hours so 
that tourists could return to air conditioned 
comfort. 

Water disposal system is also a serious 
problem in most of the tourist distinction all 
over the world. For e.g. in Kumarkom and 
Vemband Lak in Kerala wastes from the 
houseboats has boasted the growth of algae 
which causes a serious damage to ecosystem.  

Environmental impact of tourism  

Positive impacts 

1. Direct financial contribution and 
contribution to Govt. revenues – Tourisms 
directly contribute to the conservation of 
sensitive areas and habitat. Tourisms 
expenditures and the export and import of 
related goods and services generate income 
to the host economy and can stimulate the 
investment necessary to finance growth in 
other economic sectors. The World Travel 
and Tourisms Council estimated that travel 
and tourisms direct, indirect and personal 
tax contribution worldwide was over US $ 
800 billion in 1998 - a figure it expects to 
double by 2010. 
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2. Improved environmental management and 
planning – Sound environmental 
management of tourisms facilities and 
especially hotels can increase the benefits 
to natural environment. One of the core 
elements of sustainable tourisms 
development in community development, 
which is a process and a capacity to make 
decisions that consider the long term 
economy, ecology and equity of all 
communities  

3. Raising environmental awareness – 
Tourisms has the potential to increase 
public appreciation of the environment an 
to spread awareness of environmental 
problems when it brings people into closer 
contact with nature and the environment. 
Tourisms also helps raise local awareness 
of the financial value of natural and 
cultural sites and can stimulate a feeling of 
pride in local and national heritage and 
interest in its conservation. 

4. Protection and preservation of environment 
– It contributes to environmental 
protection, conservation and restoration of 
biological biodiversity and sustainable use 
of natural resources. Because of their 
attractiveness, prestine sites and natural 
areas are identified as valuable and the 
need to keep the attraction alone can lead 
to creation of national parks and wild life 
parks. 

Negative impacts 

1. Depletion of natural resources  

(a) Water and especially fresh water, is 
one of the most critical natural 

resources. The tourisms industry 
generally overuses water resources for 
hotel, swimming pools, golf courses 
and personal use of water by tourists. 
This can result in water shortages and 
degradation of water supplies as well as 
generating a greater volume of waste 
water. 

In dryer regions like the Mediterranean, 
the issue of water scarcity is of 
particular concern. Becuae of the hot 
climate and the tendency of tourists to 
consume more water when on holiday 
than they do at home, the amount uses 
can run upto 440 liters a day. This is 
almost double what the inhabitants of 
an average Spanish’s city use.  

In average of golf course in a tropical 
country such a Thailand needs 1500 kg 
of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides per year and uses as much 
water as 60000 rural villagers. 

(b) Local resources – Tourisms can 
create greater pressure on local 
resources like energy, food and other 
raw materials that may already be in 
short supply. Greater extraction and 
transport of these resources exacerbates 
the physical impacts association with 
their exploitation. Because of the 
seasonal characters of the industry, 
many destination have ten times more 
inhabitants in the high season as in the 
low season. A high demand is placed 
upon these resources to meet the high 
expectations tourists often have (proper 
the heating, hot water etc).    
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(c) Land degradation – Important  
land resources include minerals, fossil 
fuels, fertile soil, forests, wetland and 
wildlife. Increased construction of 
tourism and recreational facilities has 
increased the pressure on these 
resources and on scenic landscapes. 
Direct impact on natural resources, 
both renewable and nonrenewable, in 
the provision of tourist facilities can be 
caused by the use of land for 
accommodation and other infrastructure 
provision, and the use of building 
materials. 

Forests often suffer negative impacts of 
tourism in the form of deforestation 
caused by fuel wood collection and 
land clearing. For example, one 
trekking tourist in Nepal - and area 
already suffering the effects of 
deforestation - can use four to five 
kilograms of wood a day. 

2. Pollution –  

(a) Transport by air, road and rail is 
continuously increasing in response to 
the rising number of tourists activities.  

Transport emissions and emission from 
energy production and use are linked to 
acid rain, global warming and 
photochemical pollution. Air pollution 
not only affects human beings but non 
living material also such as metals, 
wood paint, textile etc.  

The beauty of the wonderful monument 
of India - The Taj Mahal has been 
destroyed by air pollutants sulphur 

dioxide emitted from nearby Mathura 
oil Refinery. 

One study estimated that a single 
transatlantic return flight emits almost 
half the CO2 emissions produced by all 
other sources (Lighting, heating, car 
use) consumed by an average persons 
yearly (Mayer Hillman, Town and 
Country Planning Magazine, 
September, 1996, Source MFOE). 

(b) Solid waste and Littering – In 
areas with high concentration of 
tourist’s activities and appealing natural 
attraction, waste disposal is a serious 
problem and improper disposal can be 
major despoiler of the natural 
environment rivers, science, areas and 
roadsides. 

The Wider Caribbean Region, 
stretching from Florida to French 
Guiana, receives 63,000 port calls from 
ships each year, and they generate 
82,000 tons of garbage. About 77% of 
all ship waste comes from cruise 
vessels. The average cruise ship carries 
600 crew members and 1,400 
passengers. On average, passengers on 
a cruise ship each account for 3.5 
kilograms of garbage daily - compared 
with the 0.8 kilograms each generated 
by the less well-endowed folk on shore. 

Source: Our Planet UNEP magazine 
for environmentally sustainable 
development, volume 10 No. 3, 1999.  
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3. Sewage 

Construction of hotels, recreation and 
other facilities often leads to increased 
sewage pollution. Wastewater has 
polluted seas and lakes surrounding 
tourist attractions, damaging the flora 
and fauna. Sewage runoff causes 
serious damage to coral reefs because it 
stimulates the growth of algae, which 
cover the filter-feeding corals, 
hindering their ability to survive. 
Changes in salinity and situation can 
have wide-ranging impacts on coastal 
environments. And sewage pollution 
can threaten the health of humans and 
animals. 

4.  Aesthetic Pollution 

Often tourism fails to integrate its 
structures with the natural features and 
indigenous architectural of the 
destination. Large, dominating resorts 
of disparate design can look out of 
place in any natural environment and 
may clash with the indigenous 
structural design.  

A lack of land-use planning and 
building regulations in many 
destinations has facilitated sprawling 
developments along coastlines, valleys 
and scenic routes. The sprawl includes 
tourism facilities themselves and 
supporting infrastructure such as roads, 
employee housing, parking, service 
areas, and waste disposal. 

Physical Impacts 

Attractive landscape sites, such as sandy 
beaches, lakes, riversides, and mountain tops 
and slopes, are often transitional zones, 
characterized by species-rich ecosystems. 
Typical physical impacts include the 
degradation of such ecosystems.  

An ecosystem is a geographic area including 
all the living organisms (people, plants, 
animals, and microorganisms), their physical 
surroundings (such as soil, water, and air), and 
the natural cycles that sustain them. The 
ecosystems most threatened with degradation 
are ecologically fragile areas such as alpine 
regions, rain forests, wetlands, mangroves, 
coral reefs and sea grass beds. The threats to 
and pressures on these ecosystems are often 
severe because such places are very attractive 
to both tourists and developers.  

Physical impacts are caused not only by 
tourism-related land clearing and construction, 
but by continuing tourist activities and long-
term changes in local economies and ecologies. 

Physical impacts of tourism development 

• Construction activities and 
infrastructure development  

The development of tourism facilities such as 
accommodation, water supplies, restaurants 
and recreation facilities can involve sand 
mining, beach and sand dune erosion, soil 
erosion and extensive paving. In addition, road 
and airport construction can lead to land 
degradation and loss of wildlife habitats and 
deterioration of scenery.  

In Yosemite National Park (US), for instance, 
the number of roads and facilities have been 
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increased to keep pace with the growing visitor 
numbers and to supply amenities, 
infrastructure and parking lots for all these 
tourists. These actions have caused habitat loss 
in the park and are accompanied by various 
forms of pollution including air pollution from 
automobile emissions; the Sierra Club has 
reported "smog so thick that Yosemite Valley 
could not be seen from airplanes". This 
occasional smog is harmful to all species and 
vegetation inside the Park. (Source: Trade and 
Environment Database) 

• Deforestation and intensified or 
unsustainable use of land  

Construction of ski resort accommodation and 
facilities frequently requires clearing forested 
land. Coastal wetlands are often drained and 
filled due to lack of more suitable sites for 
construction of tourism facilities and 
infrastructure. These activities can cause 
severe disturbance and erosion of the local 
ecosystem, even destruction in the long term.  

• Marina development 

Development of marinas and breakwaters can 
cause changes in currents and coastlines. 
Furthermore, extraction of building materials 
such as sand affects coral reefs, mangroves, 
and hinterland forests, leading to erosion and 
destruction of habitats. In the Philippines and 
the Maldives, dynamiting and mining of coral 
for resort building materials has damaged 
fragile coral reefs and depleted the fisheries 
that sustain local people and attract tourists. 

• Physical impacts from tourists activities 

Trampling – Tourists using the same trail over 
and over again trample the vegetation and soil, 

eventually causing damage that can lead to loss 
of biodiversity and other impacts. Such 
damage can be even more extensive when 
visitors frequently stray off established trails. 

Trampling impacts 
on vegetation

Trampling impacts on 
soil  

Breakage and 
bruising of stems Loss of organic matter  

Reduced plant vigor Reduction in soil 
macro porosity 

Reduced 
regeneration  

Decrease in air and 
water permeability  

Loss of ground cover Increase in run off  

Change in species 
composition  Accelerated erosion  

Source: University of Idaho  

• Anchoring and other marine activities  

In marine areas (around coastal waters, reefs, 
beach and shoreline, offshore waters, uplands 
and lagoons) many tourist activities occur in or 
around fragile ecosystems. Anchoring, 
snorkeling, sport fishing and scuba diving, 
yachting, and cruising are some of the 
activities that can cause direct degradation of 
marine ecosystems such as coral reefs, and 
subsequent impacts on coastal protection and 
fisheries. 

There are 109 countries with coral reefs. In 90 
of them reefs are being damaged by cruise ship 
anchors and sewage, by tourists breaking off 
chunks of coral, and by commercial harvesting 
for sale to tourists. One study of a cruise ship 
anchor dropped in a coral reef for one day 
found an area about half the size of a football 
field completely destroyed, and half again as 
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much covered by rubble that died later. It was 
estimated that coral recovery would take fifty 
years. Source: Ocean Planet 

• Alteration of ecosystems by tourist 
activities  

Habitat can be degraded by tourism leisure 
activities. For example, wildlife viewing can 
bring about stress for the animals and alter 
their natural behavior when tourists come too 
close. Safaris and wildlife watching activities 
have a degrading effect on habitat as they often 
are accompanied by the noise and commotion 
created by tourists as they chase wild animals 
in their trucks and aircraft. This puts high 
pressure on animal habits and behaviors and 
tends to bring about behavioral changes. In 
some cases, as in Kenya, it has led to animals 
becoming so disturbed that at times they 
neglect their young or fail to mate. 

How global environmental impacts affect 
tourism 

Natural disasters  

Catastrophes like floods, earthquakes, 
wildfires, volcanoes, avalanches, drought and 
diseases can have a serious effect on inbound 
and domestic tourism and thus on local tourism 
industries. The outbreak of the foot and mouth 
disease epidemic in England earlier this year 
(2001), for instance, has severely affected 
Great Britain's inbound tourism market. A 
BHA/Barclays Hospitality Business Trends 
Survey found that 75% of hotels in England, 
81% in Scotland and 85% in Wales continued 
to be affected by the foot and mouth outbreak, 
and over 60% forecast a decline in business in 
the June-September 2001 period.  

Climate change  

Tourism not only contributes to climate 
change, but is affected by it as well. Climate 
change is likely to increase the severity and 
frequency of storms and severe weather events, 
which can have disastrous effects on tourism in 
the affected regions. Some of the other impacts 
that the world risks as a result of global 
warming are drought, diseases and heat waves.  

Malaria, the world's largest killer, has 
resurfaced in Spain, and it is estimated that 
changes in climate will result in parts of the 
country becoming a suitable habitat for 
malaria-carrying species of mosquito by the 
2020s. Source: WWF [PDF] 

These negative impacts can keep tourists away 
from the holiday destinations. Global warming 
may cause: 

• Less snowfall at ski resorts, meaning 
shorter skiing seasons in the Alpine region. 
In already hot areas like Asia and the 
Mediterranean, tourists will stay away 
because of immense heat, and out of fear of 
diseases and water shortages. 

• Harm to vulnerable ecosystems such as 
rainforests and coral reefs because of rising 
temperatures and less rainfall. A major risk 
to coral reefs is bleaching, which occurs 
when coral is stressed by temperature 
increases, high or low levels of salinity, 
lower water quality, and an increase in 
suspended sediments.  

• Rising sea levels, the result of melting 
glaciers and polar ice. Higher sea levels 
will threaten coastal and marine areas with 
widespread floods in low-lying countries 
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and island states, increasing the loss of 
coastal land. Beaches and islands that are 
major tourism attractions may be the first 
areas to be affected. 

• Increased events of extreme weather, such 
as tornadoes, hurricanes and typhoons. 
These are already becoming more prevalent 
in tourist areas in the Caribbean and South 
East Asia. Hurricane Mitch in 1998, for 
instance, heavily affected tourism in the 
Caribbean. Wind damage, storm waves, 
heavy rains and flooding caused major 
losses in the local tourism sector.  

According to the Spanish Forestry Service 
ICONA, between 1985 and 1994 almost 
250,000 hectares of forest burned. In recent 
years the number of forest fires has increased 
following periods of extreme dryness. Now, 
large areas of forest and parkland may be 
closed off to visitors. Source: WWF 

Need of eco-tourisms  

The international Eco tourisms society defines 
eco tourism as responsible travel to natural 
areas that conserves the environment and 
improves the well being of local people this 
means that those who implement and 
participate in eco – tourisms activities should 
follow the following principles. 

 Minimize impact  

 Build environmental and cultural 
awareness and respect. 

 Provide positive experiences for both 
visitors and hosts. 

 Provide direct financial benefits for 
conservation. 

 Provide financial benefits and 
empowerment for local people. 

 Paise sensitivity to host countries political, 
environmental and social climate. 

 Support international human rights and 
labour agreements. 

Needless to say eco tourism expects the 
visitors to be responsible travelers who respect 
nature’s splendors and would be minimally 
destructive to mother nature’s bounty. A true 
ecotourism does not mean any harm to the 
fragile life cycle of nature. Eco-tourisms is fast 
becoming the most preferred form of tourism 
with increasing awareness on the preservation 
of nature and native cultures. Ecotourism’s 
also actively encourages and supports the 
diversity of local economics by making self 
sustained with tourist’s related income. 

Eco-tourisms need to be promoted with the 
following guidelines. 

1. Arrange and promote meaningful contact 
between tourists and local people. 

2. Support indigenous people / business by 
buying local goods and services. 

3. Link commercial tourisms to local 
conservation programmes. Development 
sustainable tourist’s facilities that minimize 
environmental damage. 

4. Provide economic support for development 
and management of natural resources.   

As a responsible tourist it is our responsible to 
not to throw any degradable waste material like 
tins and bottle etc. and to bring back all the 
waste material. Noise pollution should be 
consciously reduced and one should respect the 
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sancity of the local culture. One should also 
avoid using fuel for cooking at the campsite 
and water sources should not be polluted. 

One should be avoid cutting any kind of flora 
or fauna in the form of cuttings so that we can 
protect the naturally rich areas especially in 
Himalayas. We should also respect the local 
traditions of the particulars place. In short eco 
tourism can be categorized as a tourisms 
programme that is “Nature based, ecologically 
sustainable, where education and interpretation 
is a major constituent and where local people 
are benefited”.    
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