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Abstract  

Twenty-first century geopolitics will be deeply 
influenced and reshaped by the emergence of 
knowledge societies. Knowledge and 
information will increasingly become strategic 
resources par excellence, as illustrated by the 
very quick growth of secrecy in the most 
advanced industrial societies over the past 
decades, Thus,the crucial political challenge 
inknowledge societies will concern the struggle 
for the control of knowledge resources. 
Knowledge can serve the cause of good or evil 
indifferently. To say this is not to call into 
question the ethical trend towards progress but 
rather to question, in some cases, the very 
rationality of the scientific enterprise, which 
can bring benefit or harm to human beings. In 
view of the value-neutrality of knowledge, it is 
more necessary than ever to argue the need for 
the development of ethical and political 
consciousness in knowledge societies. 
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Introduction 

Knowledge societies will be increasingly 
confronted to doubts about the future of 
humanity and the planet. Mounting dangers 
linked to the dwindling of natural resources 
could accentuate existing asymmetries, 
particularly North-South asymmetries. 

Most local or international armed conflicts are 
more or less closely related to struggles for the 
control of natural resources – whether such 
conflicts originate in rivalries over raw 
materials or in antagonistic uses of a same 
resource by different across. Would it not be 
disastrous if the universal dissemination of 
knowledge within knowledge societies were to 
be accompanied by a resurgence of conflicts 
arising from resource scarcity – water wars, 
energy wars, wars to control increasingly scare 
strategic resources? One of the challenges that 
knowledge societies will have to meet is the 
creation of sustainable, concerted and peaceful 
forms of resource uses, in order to prevent 
conflicts or wars through regulation and 
mediation. This task will be efficiently carried 
out only through the joint action of natural 
sciences and society. 

Knowledge societies, New knowledge tools 
to better define risks and treats 
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Presented in particular in the 1994 UNDP 
Human Development Report and later 
developed in the Report of the Commission on 
Human Security(2003)8 

work,

and the work of the 
Human Security Net- 

9

There is a strong connection between the goals 
of human security and those of education  and 
training. Shall we recall that in the societies of 
the written word, illiteracy has become a 
source of insecurity, as developing countries 
are cruelly aware?

 the human security agenda advocates 
for an enlarged conception of security covering 
all the dimensions of human life (economic, 
social, political, democratic, cultural, and legal 
security – to cite but a few) in order to respond 
to non-military and non-armed threats to peace. 
Centred on the needs of the individual and of 
populations (protection against illness, hunger, 
unemployment, crime, social conflicts, 
political repression and natural disasters), the 
human security concept fully takes into 
account the transnational evolution of threats. 
It is a known fact that conflicts, threats to the 
environment, pandemics and emerging 
diseases are borderless. This enlarged 
conception is aimed at enriching and extending 
the traditional notion of security as guaranteed 
by the state, which is focused above all on the 
maintenance of law and order and on national 
defense. According to the Commission on 
Human Security, the purpose of human 
security is to create “political, social, 
environmental, economic, military and cultural 
systems that together give people the building 
blocks of survival, livelihood and dignity” This 
new conception of security presupposes that 
integrated solutions will be developed to 
address a whole range of problems that give 
rise to insecurity. The concept of human 
security brings together fields that disciplinary 
specializations have long led to regard as 
separate. The appearance of new non-military 
threats to peace and security requires the 

development of new tools of knowledge and 
watch to define the impact of each one of them 
as precisely as possible, above all when the 
threat concerns the most vulnerable 
populations. In this framework, essential issues 
– such as the interactions between populations, 
environment and food security – must be 
tackled from  an integrated and 
interdisciplinary point of view, in knowledge 
societies, such integration of research and 
policies should be encouraged through the 
pooling of knowledge resources and the 
development of trans-disciplinarily – it is 
reasonable to hope that knowledge societies 
will encourage the promotion of human 
security through new and appropriate 
processes. 

Education as the cornerstone of human 
security and knowledge societies 

11 Moreover, through 
education, the battle is joined not only against 
ignorance but also against other forms of 
insecurity. Education encourages people to 
take better care of their health, favours 
securing employment on the job market and 
pacifies the everyday violence in relationships 
between individuals. Education also 
encourages awareness and thereby the 
prevention of old and new threats, particularly 
crucial at a time when many experts consider 
that we have entered the “risk society”(Ulrich 
Beck). Indeed, it is important to prepare 
citizens for better self-protection and risk 
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management. Education is the keystone of the 
policies on human security and the main tool to 
encourage the emergence of knowledge 
societies. 

Contributing to the respect of human rights 

Human security comprises everything that is 
“empowering” individuals: human rights, 
including economic social and cultural rights, 
access to education and health care, equal 
opportunities, good governance etc. The 
assumption underpinning the agendas of 
human security is that all individuals, provided 
that they are free from the main causes of 
insecurity, can become the architects of their 
own well-being as well as that of the 
community. Indeed, access to knowledge and 
knowledge sharing can pro-vide individuals 
with the abilities needed to ensure the 
conditions for human security. These 
conditions include a certain number of 
fundamental rights – freedom of conscience, 
freedom of expression and information, 
freedom of association, freedom of the press 
and universal suffrage, as well as economic, 
social and cultural rights, among which is the 
right to education. Therefore, the free 
movement of ideas, information and images, 
coupled with broad access to knowledge and 
information, are prerequisites for the 
emergence of know-ledge societies. If access 
to political, social, scientific and economic 
information is an inalienable right. It 
nevertheless remains important to be aware of 
the dangers associated with the movement of 
data concerning individuals. Indeed, threats to 
privacy have increased, particularly with the 
advent of new information and communication 
technologies, and especially when the use of 

such technologies is presented as security-
related. The complexity of this situation shows 
that, in order to be democratic, knowledge 
societies will need to strike the right balance 
between individual freedom and the demands 
of security. 

Human security and normative action 

Trust in the everyday environment and the 
reliability of goods and services are also 
prerequisites for human security, whether it is 
the food, health, environment or 
socioeconomic sector that is concerned. 
Product and service certification is essential, in 
particular when related to nutrition and health, 
which are themselves directly related to the 
individual’s well-being, indeed, medicine 
counterfeiting and the lack of food control 
entail very important direct risks for health and 
food security. 

The first imperative is to create norms adapted 
to local realities. But creating standards is not 
sufficient. Standards must be subjected to 
positive and negative sanctions, and citizens, 
companies, and the main actors of civil society 
must be informed about the existence and 
validity of such norms and standards. 

Normative action and the certification 
procedures undertaken by the public authorities 
must be taken over by initiatives within civil 
society. Companies that abide by these norms 
and show their validity in practice play a key 
role. In the same way, non-governmental 
organizations hold a key position in terms of 
health, food security and environment, because 
they can have an instrumental role before the 

How can 
prevention policies be efficient if the public 
does not believe the information they receive? 
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actual certification process takes place, by 
providing information on the populations’ 
needs, or after this phase, by ensuring 
monitoring, training and information activities 
integrating the new norms into the everyday 
environment and adpting them to local 
situations. 

Conclusion 

The new prominence of the terrorist threat 
following the attacks of 11 September, 2001 
also illustrate how the rise of knowledge 
societies could serve to accentuate risks and 
threats in the twenty first century. The free 
circulation of information and the public 
character of scientific debate and expert 
discussion in knowledge societies which are in 
themselves inviolable principles, can facilitate 
the misuse of knowledge falls into the wrong 

hands, such as those of terrorist networks, 
cyber criminals or crime bosses. The 
possibility of knowledge being reduced for a 
very long time in history as is illustrated by the 
famous anec-dote Archimedes putting all his 
knowledge in the hands of the tyrant of 
Syracuse. Scientists have a duty to be vigilant 
in assessing the public-safety implications of 
the disclosure of their discoveries. 
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