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Abstract  

This research paper presents the timber 
yielding plants found in Chamba block and 
adjacent area of Tehri District. 37 (32 
angiosperms and 05 gymnosperms) common 
timber yielding plants were found from 
different parts of  the study area. The climatic 
conditions of the area of study was suitable 
for the vegetation wealth but due to 
weathering of rocks, deposition of soil 
particles and shifting of a number of 
population from different parts of Tehri 
Hydro Dam Project affected area, the 
environmental conditions become changed 
which is a bad signal for native plants of this 
area. 
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Introduction 

At present time timber yielding plants ruined 
next to food and fibres as the most widely 
used plant product. The range of Garhwal 
Himalaya covers almost the entire range of 
woody communities. The exploration of 
timber species was largely influenced by the 
accessibility; however, the demand of the 
prevalent economic activities often proved to 
be the ascendant force. The studies on the 
timber plants have been made by many 
workers in different parts of the world as well 
as India. Some important contribution were 
made by Balfour (1862), Watt (1908), 
Gamble (1922), Pearson and Brown (1932), 
Naidu (1934), Record and Hess (1944), 
Howard (1948), Troter (1960), Sagreiya 
(1967), Singh and Singh (1987), 
Dhaulakhandi (1996), and Dobhal (2003).  

The study area is located near the New Tehri 
town and adjacent area at the elevation 
ranging from about 700 to 2600 m. The soil 
with high organic matter 5-15 % formed in 
temperate and cool humid region and low (1-3 
%) in soil arid and semi-arid zones. The 
average rain-fall in the year was recorded 
100-170 cm. while temperature between 20 
°C-32 °C. During winter, temperature was 3-
10 °C or may be below to 0°C.  
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Materials and Methods 

Such studies on timber yielding plants will be 
conducted on different areas of Chamba block 
of Tehri district. Frequent field trip (April 
2005 to March 2006) will be made to various 
parts of the study area to collect the 
specimens of timber plants and maintained in 
herbarium sheets. The standard methods of 
specimen collection, preservation and 
maintenance in the herbarium were followed 
(Jain and Rao 1977). Timber yielding plants 
collected were identified with the help of 
recent and relevant regional floras and 
comparing these specimens with authentically 
identified specimens preserved in herbaria of 
Forest Research Institute (DD), Botanical 
Survey of India, Northern Circle (BSD) and 
D.A.V. (P.G.) College at Dehradun. All the 
specimens have been deposited in the 
Herbarium of the Department of Botany, 
D.A.V. (P.G.) College, Dehradun. Their 
economic uses will be known by interviewing 
the natives and by consulting literature. 

 

Result and Discussion 

Following is the list of 37 important and 
common timber yielding plants (32 
angiosperms and 05                             
gymnosperms) found in the study area (Table 
1). They are arranged alphabetically 
according to their scientific names, families in 
parenthesis, vernacular names in Garhwali, 
herbarium and collector’s initial, voucher 
number of specimens, habitats of plants and 
uses. Specimens of all species described here 
are preserved in the Herbarium of the 
Department of Botany, D.A.V. (P.G.) 
College, Dehradun. 

A description of most common timber 
yielding trees which found in different 

localities of Chamba block and other parts of 
Tehri district discussed as below- 

Acacia arabica Willd.  (Mimosaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1866   

Vernacular name : Babool 

Wood - The sapwood is yellow-white in 
colour, heart wood is pinkish in colour. Hard 
wood is tough. 

Economic uses: It is a very popular fuel wood 
used for carts, agricultural implements, 
beams, door frames, railway blocks, roofers, 
carving turnery. 

Acacia catechu Willd  (Mimosaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  :1867  

Vernacular name : Cathea 

Wood - Yellow-white or red-brown in 
colour. 

Economic uses: Used for packing cases, 
crates, clap furnitures, sleepers, paper, match 
boxes, vehicles etc. 

Abies pindrow Spach.  (Pinaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1868   

Vernacular name : Fir 

Wood - Sap wood is white or brown in 
colour and resinous in odour. 

Economic uses: Used for packing cases, 
crates, cheap furniture’s, sleepers, paper, 
match boxes, vehicles etc. 

Albizia procera Benth. (Mimosaceae)    

D.AV.-AD  : 1869    

Vernacular name : Siris 

Wood - The sap-wood is white, textured, 
hard and heavy strong. During seasoning, 
surface crakes and splitting develop in wood. 
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Economic uses: used in high class furnitures, 
table, desks, chairs, Elmira’s, railway 
carriage, toys, floorings, carving turnery, 
cooperage etc. 

Bombex ceiba DC.  (Bombaceaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1873  

Vernacular name : Semal 

Wood - The wood is ceramic-white or pale-
pink in colour. It is very light and soft. 

Economic uses: It is universally used for 
making match boxes, match sticks, furnitures, 
boxes, packing cases, plywood etc. 

Cassia fistula Linn. (Caesalpiniaceae)  

D.AV.- AD  : 1874  

Vernacular name : Amaltash 

Wood - Heart wood is yellow, tough, hard 
and durable. 

Economic uses: Used in agricultural 
implements, bark is used in tanning and 
dyeing. 

Cedrela toona Roxb. (Meliaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1875  

Vernacular name : Toon 

Wood - The wood is pinkish-red, textured, 
lustrous, cedar like pleasant smell, strong 
durable, takes up a good finish and sprit 
polish. 

Economic uses: The wood is extensively used 
for cheap furnitures, building purpose, tea and 
cigar boxes, carried items and thin plywood. 

Cedrus deodara Loud. (Pinaceae)  

D.AV.-AD  : 1876  

Vernacular name : Deodara 

Wood- Sap-wood is white; hart wood is light 
yellow-brown in colour, pungent smell, hard 

and heavy, contains volatile oil. The sap wood 
required antiseptic treatment. Developed easy 
timber to aired season, but the wood develop 
surface cracked and split during dry season. 

Economic uses: Deodar wood is used for 
railway sleepers, house building, furnitures, 
posts, beams, floor, windows, doors, frames, 
packing cases. Ordinance Department uses 
the wood for boxes. 

Celtis australis L. (Urticaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1877  

Vernacular name : Kharik 

Wood - Yellow-grey with irregular streaks of 
darker colour, tough, strong. 

Economic uses: It is used for oars, whip-
handles, churn-sticks etc. 

Dalbergia sissoo Roxb.   (Papilionaceae)   

D.AV.-AD  : 1878   

Vernacular name : Shishum 

Wood - Golden-brown or dark brown in 
colour, hard and heavy, beautiful grains and 
figures, shock resistance, quit easy to saw and 
work. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for making 
cabinets, high class furnitures, wheel, spokes, 
tools handles, toys, cotlegs, wagon parts, 
house construction, floorings, sports, boat 
making, cooperage etc. 

Emblica  japonica Roxb. (Euphorbiaceae) 

D.AV.-AD  : 1879    

Vernacular name : Amla 

Wood - Red in colour, hard and close 
grained, durable under water. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for 
agricultural implements. Bark and fruit used 
as medicine and tannin. 
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Grewia oppositifolia Roxb. (Tiliaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1880   

Vernacular name : Bhimal 

Wood - White in colour, tough and elastic. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for oar-
shafts, axe-bows, poles, agricultural 
implements etc. 

Haldina cordifolia  Hook. f.  (Rubiaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1881  

Vernacular name : Haldu 

Wood - It has yellow coloured, hard and 
strong, small surface, cracks developed in 
seasoning, easy to sow and machine and take 
a good polish. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for turning, 
carving, paneling, furniture’s, toys, combs, 
brush-backs, rules, picture frames, pensile, 
roof boards, bath-room, kitchen filaments, 
railway carriage work, cigar boxes, plywood 
etc. 

Juglans regia Linn.  (Juglandaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1882   

Vernacular name : Akhrot 

Wood - It is greenish-brown in colour, light, 
strong and shock resistance, take fine polish, 
close grained. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for making 
furnitures, gun-sticks, cabinets, carved items, 
toys, plywood.  

Lyonia ovalifolia D.Don.  (Ericaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1884  

Vernacular name : Anyar 

Wood - Light-brown and hard. 

Economic uses: The wood is widely used for 
fuel and charcoal, for making agricultural 
implements. 

Mangifera indica Linn.  (Anacardiaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1887   

Vernacular name : Aam 

Wood - No distinct heart wood and sap 
wood, grey in colour, heavy and hard, not 
durable against termites and fungi, easy to 
sow and work used after treatment and 
preservatives. 

Economic uses: It is used for making 
furnitures, tea-boxes, door, windows, 
agricultural implements, frame, plywood etc. 
It is also valuable for its fruit. 

Morus alba Linn.   (Moraceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1888  

Vernacular name : Shtut 

Wood - Sap-wood is white in colour, hard 
and heavy, shock resistance, high strength. 

Economic uses: The wood is used for 
furniture, hockey-sticks, tennis, badminton, 
cricket stamps, toys etc. 

Myrica esculenta Thanb.  (Myricaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1889   

Vernacular name : Kaphal 

Wood - Wood is grey in colour, hard, split 
and warp. 

Economic uses: The wood is used as poison 
for fish, play implements. 

Pinus roxburghii Roxb.  (Pinaceae)  

DAV-AD  : 1890   

Vernacular name : Chir 

Wood - The sap-wood is white, heart-wood 
is yellowish or light brown, resin abundant. 



 

[ISSN 0975 - 6272]               Dobhal, et al. 

 

Volume I Number 2 2010 [09-15] 

13
Diversity of timber yielding plants found in different parts of district Tehri Garhwal, Uttarakhand, India 

Economic uses: It is used for railway sleeper 
after treatment, packing cases, constructional 
work, for making light furniture etc. 

Pinus wallichiana Wall.   (Pinaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1891  

Vernacular name : Kail 

Wood - Slightly pinkish in colour, much hard 
and heavy, resin canal present, strong and 
durable, one of the best timbers of the Indian 
pines. 

Economic uses: For making high class 
furniture, drawing boards, harmonium, 
sleepers, constructional work, doors, frames 
etc. 

Prunus cerasoides Roxb.  (Rosaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1892   

Vernacular name : Paiyan 

Wood - Heard wood is red, Hard, strong, 
pleasant smell. 

Economic uses: The branches with shining 
bark are used for walking sticks. 

Quercus floribunda Lindl.   (Fagaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1894  

Vernacular name : Moru 

Wood - Heart wood is ed-grey in colour, 
very hard and uniform. 

Economic uses: It is used for constructional 
work, building, agricultural implements, toys, 
axe-handles, walking-sticks. 

Quercus leucotrichophora Roxb.  (Fagacea)   

DAV-AD  : 1895    

Vernacular name : Banj 

Wood - Heat wood is reddish-brown, very 
had, warps and split in seasoning. 

Economic uses: Wood is used locally for 
building and for ploughs, agricultural 
implements etc. It is a good source of fuel. 

Rhododendron arboreum  Sm.  (Ericaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1896     

Vernacular name : Burans 

Wood - soft, red-brown, warp and shrinked. 

Economic uses: Used for fuel, building, gun-
stocks, tool-handles etc. 

Syzygium cumini Lam.  (Myrtaceae)  

DAV-AD  : 1898  

Vernacular name : Jamun 

Wood - Hard and heavy, reddish-brown in 
colour, resistant to water. 

Economic uses: Used for construction work, 
house building, carts, wheels, agricultural 
implements, furniture, beams, boat making 
etc. 

Terminalia alata W. & A.  (Combretaceae) 

DAV-AD  : 1899      

Vernacular name : Asin 

Wood - Hard and heavy, textured, red in 
colour. 

Economic uses: Used for house building, boat 
building, agricultural implements, beams.  

Terminalia belirica Roxb.   (Combretaceae)   

DAV-AD  : 1900    

Vernacular name : Bahera 

Wood - Light-grey or yellowish in colour, 
hard and coarse grained, not much durable. 

Economic uses: It is used for various 
purposes, house building to packing cases. 
The fruit is very valuable. 

Zizyphus jujube Lam.  (Rhamnaceae)     
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DAV-AD  : 1901  

Vernacular name : Ber 

Wood  - Hard, compact, tough, reddish-brown 
in colour. 

Economic uses: Used for agricultural 
implements, good resource for fuel, charcoal, 
beams, walking sticks, cooperage industries. 

 Now a day most of timber yielding species 
extinguish due to increasing population and 
degradation of soil around the study area. The 
vegetation of the study area also influenced 
by construction work of Tehri Dam Project, 
and shifting of a number of population from 
different parts of Tehri District. The climate 
of the area of study was suitable for the 
vegetation wealth but due to weathering of 
rocks and deposition of soil particles, the 
environmental conditions become changed 
which is a bad signal for native plants of the 
area. Beside these timber plants Acer 
oblongum (Kirmola), Alnus napalensis 
(Utish), Alstonia scholaris (Satparni), 
Holoptelia intigrifolia (Papri), Podocarpus 
etc were present in very less amount. 
Commercially very little (e.g. Pinus 
roxburghii and Cedrus deodara) of timber 
yielding plants were used as timber because 
most of them had very less values of 
frequency. 

Due to highly restriction of Forest 
Department of Uttarakhand the process of 
deforestation become reduced in this area. 
Although some gymnosperms like Cedrus 
deodara and  Pinus roxburghii used by local 
people for different construction works after 
permission of Forest Department of 
Uttarakhand. 
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Table 1. List of most common timber producing plants of district Tehri Garhwal 

S.

N. 

Botanical Name  Family S.

N. 

Botanical Name Family 

1  *Abies pindrow  Pinaceae 20 Madhuca indica Sapotaceae

2  Acacia arabica  Mimosaceae 21 Mallotus philippensis  Euphorbiaceae

3  Acacia catechu  Mimosaceae 22 Mangifera indica Anacardiaceae

4  Albizia procera  Mimosaceae 23 Morus alba Moraceae

5  Alnus nepalensis  Betulaceae 24 Myrica esculenta Myricaceae

6  Anogeissus acuminate  Combretaceae 25 *Pinus roxburghi Pinaceae

7  Anthocephalus cadamba  Rubiaceae 26 *Pinus wallichiana Pinaceae

8  Bombex ceiba  Bombaceaceae 27 Prunus cerasoides Rosaceae

9  Cassia fistula    Caesalpiniaceae 28 Pyrus pashia Rosaceae

10  Cedrela toon    Meliaceae 29 Quercus floribunda Fagaceae

11  *Cedrus deodara   Pinaceae 30 Q. leucotrichophora  Fagaceae

12  Celtis australis    Urticaceae 31 Rhododendron 

arboreum  

Ericaceae

13  Dalbergia sissoo    Papilionaceae 32 Sapium insigne Euphorbiaceae

14  Emblica  japonica  Euphorbiaceae 33 Shorea robusta Dipterocarpaceae

15  Grewia oppositifolia  Tiliace 34 Syzygium cumini Myrtaceae

16  Haldina cordifolia  Rubiaceae 35 Terminalia alata Combretaceae

17  Juglans regia  Juglandaceae 36 Terminalia belirica Combretaceae

18  *Juniperus sp.    Cupressaceae 37 Zizyphus jujuba Rhamnaceae

19  Lyonia ovalifolia  Ericaceae  

*Plants belonging to gymnosperms  


