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Abstract 

Garhwal Himalaya has a remarkable 

heterogeneity in all the natural and cultural 

features. The beautiful Himalayan land escape, 

charming valleys, wilderness of Shivaliks and 

pristine rivers flowing are the magnificent 

physical attributes present in the study area. 

Unplanned and non-regulated tourism has posed 

some serious threats to the natural environment 

of the study area. Proper planning and strategies 

are needed for overall tourism development in 

the study area after accessing the available and 

potential resources for ecotourism development. 

On the basis of assessment an individual 

developed plan could be made for every area 

and tourist spot. This should take care of issues 

like availability of resources, development of 

needed infrastructure, its impact on socio-

cultural and  
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physical environment; local needs, employment 
opportunities, proper water management 
techniques, carrying natural surroundings, etc. 
should be kept in mind while promoting a 
destination. 

Introduction 

According to the World Tourism Organization 

(WTO) in the year 2004 about 60% of total 

tourism, was ecotourism and India received 

approximately 20 lakhs eco-tourist in the year 

2004. These figures show the growing 

importance of ecotourism and also the need for 

its proper Management and Planning so that 

maximum benefits can be extracted from 

ecotourism and related activities.  

The growing importance of tourism with 

increasing number of tourists are likely to put 

negative impacts on the ecology and natural 

environment of the region. Haphazard 

development, unregulated constructions, use 

and excessive exploitation of resources can 

damage the ecosystem and can also harm the 

economy of that particular area. Thus, planned 

approach for tourism development is needed so 

that the necessary infrastructure required can be 
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developed without disturbing the natural and 

social environment. Whenever any kind of 

tourism and related activities take place, it put 

some pressure on the socio-cultural and natural 

environment of that place. The need is to make 

ecological sustainable plans and strategies so 

that tourism is developed in a way that it helps 

in minimizing the negative impacts but 

contribute in keeping the place natural and un-

spoilt. 

Review of Literature 

In India many of the researches have come up in 

recent years in various aspects of ecotourism. A 

commendable and comprehensive work has 

already been done in the field of ecotourism by 

a number of scholars like Kandari,1986; 

Kala,1987; Bisht, 1992; Bagri, 1994; Bagri and 

Gupta 2000; Kaur, 1985; Fonia, 1997; Kandari 

and Gussain, 2001; Singh, 1993; Kant,1983. 

However with the expansion of urbanization, the 

Himalaya has started to receive increased 

number of visitors. Increased pressure of visitors 

on mountain tourism has also been identified by 

some mountain tourism scholars (Sinhuber. 

1982, Messerli, 1983, Groetzbatch, 1984, 

Brugger, et al., 1984, Kaur, 1985, Kandari, 

1986, Litchenberger, 1988, Singh, et al., 1992, 

Sharma,1989, Bagri and Bhatt, 1997, and Singh, 

1989). But now to promote regional tourism 

with special reference to Dehradun District has 

hardly been studied so far.  

Study Area 

The study area lies in the western part of the 

mountainous state of Uttarakhand in the central 

Himalaya. The arrival of tourists in the region is 

directly related to the facility of the roads 

transport. Pre-motor days were devoid of 

tourism in the region. British travelers and their 

clan were served by begar (bonded laborers). 

Begar was supplied to the travelers at rates 

payable by the then written scale.  

The environmental and geographic suitability of 

region for tourism has undoubtedly provided 

endless opportunities to the development of this 

sector in the region. But the biophysical and 

socio-economic resources base is undergoing 

disastrous impoverishment due to human action. 

The tourism industry has succeeded in adding 

on impetus to the immense deforestation 

activities. Increasing pressure of tourism in 

Garhwal Himalaya takes up the problems of 

over construction of hotels, deforestation, air 

pollution and water pollution. The tourist 

generally desire peace, quietness and peace of 

nature for the refreshment of their body and 

mind. They require a lot of outdoor activities-

hunting, fishing, pony trekking, canoeing, 

sailing, skiing, gliding, climbing, potholing etc. 

There are many tourists who are interested in the 

scenery of civilization-monuments, medieval 

castles, monastictics and old temples. There is 

other who wants to enjoy wildlife, bird watching 

etc.      

The major difficulties in the tourist-host contact 

due to cultural differences were found in 

interpersonal communication e.g. polite 

language usage, expressing feelings and 

emotions; Non-verbal signals e.g. physical 

contact such as touching, spatial behavior, facial 

expressions, gestures, posture, and eye contact. 

These differences make the interaction very 

difficult. The same verbal or non-verbal signals 

and patterns of interaction have different 
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meanings in various cultures and are likely to be 

misunderstood.   

In the present study an attempt has been made to 

study the relationship of tourists and economic 

development for the type of tourism to be 

developed in fragile natural areas, so that the 

local population could earn their livelihood and 

the resource are also conserved.       

Objective 

Dehradun, is the well-known tourist destination 

and famous for its scenic beauty, charismatic 

climate and peaceful socio- cultural and political 

environment. But the unplanned and non-

regulated tourism has posed some serious 

threats to the natural environment of the study 

area. The present research work is aimed to 

study the area from eco-tourism perspective. 

The main objectives of the present study are:  

 1.   To study the potential of Dehradun district 

as eco-tourism destination. 

2.   Reducing the threats posed by uncontrolled 

tourism development at the   fragile sites. 

3.   To promote guidelines for facilitating 

greater community participation in the 

planning and management of eco-tourism. 

Methodology 

The present study aims to analyze potential of 

eco-tourism in Dehradun District. First step of 

the research is to collect the secondary data on 

different issues from various published and 

unpublished sources of different governmental 

and non-governmental agencies. Then the 

reconnaissance survey was made to the study 

area.  

 

Result and Discussion 

Proper planning and strategies are needed for 

overall ecotourism development in the study 

area after accessing the available and potential 

resources for ecotourism development. On the 

basis of this assessment an individual developed 

plan could be made for every area and tourist 

spot. This should take care of issues like 

availability of resources, development of needed 

infrastructure, its impact on socio-cultural and 

physical environment, local needs, employment 

opportunities, proper water management 

techniques, carrying capacity of the area, 

promoting activities that cause minimum 

disturbances to the natural surroundings, etc. 

should be kept in mind while promoting a 

destination. Measures should be taken to 

prevent the destination been used above its 

carrying capacity.  Popularity of destination can 

be increased by taking appropriate measures like 

better roads connectivity, better accommodation 

facilities, good food, fuel stations and tourist 

information centers etc. Eco tourism should be 

conducted in such a way that it generates more 

and more employment for the local people. As 

study area presents wide scopes for tourism 

activities like nature camping, rural tourism, 

adventure tourism and cultural tourism. These 

activities should be promoted by the 

government and related agencies and much 

needed help can be extended to the local 

communities for developing required 

infrastructure for commencing these activities. 

NGO’s, government department, private sectors 

and local communities should work in co-

ordination and make plans and strategies for 

developing tourism in the study area. 
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On the basis of the present study it can be 

pointed out that there are some problems which 

are hindrance for tourism development in the 

study area. These are: 

 Inadequacy of regular transport services for 

various destinations. 

 Lack of accommodation facilities and 

catering services to satisfy the needs of all 

categories of tourists.  

 Lack of midway facilities especially in the 

remote/hilly areas. 

 Lack of tourists’ information centre’s. 

 Lack of proper involvement of local 

communities in tourism related activities. 

 Absence of tourism management 

committees. 

 Lack of awareness about tourism among the 

local people and tourists. 

 Lack of training programmes for local youth 

and women. 

 Improper disposal of waste and garbage in 

many places. 

 Lack of coordination between government 

official, private entrepreneur, NGOs and 

local people.   

It can be concluded from the present study that 

the study area is rich in natural, socio-cultural 

resources which can be tapped and wisely 

developed for promotion and development of 

ecotourism in the entire study area. The need is 

to develop and manage these resources in a 

planned manner so that they give benefits to the 

present generation and are also preserved for 

future use. In this context it would be proper to 

remember that we have not inherited this earth 

from our forefathers but we have borrowed it 

from our children. 

Conclusion 

The importance of tourism and ecotourism with 

increasing number of tourists are likely to put 

negative impacts on the ecology and natural 

environment of the region. Planned approach for 

tourism development is needed to developed 

infrastructure without disturbing the natural and 

social environment.  All kind of tourism and 

related activities  put  pressure on the socio-

cultural and natural environment of that place 

which  needs to make ecological sustainable 

plans and strategies to  minimizing the negative 

impacts on socio economic and natural 

environment The present  study was aimed at 

analyzing the potential and working out 

planning strategies for tourism in Dehradun 

Districts, a field survey was conducted to get 

firsthand information of various destinations 

and to know about tourists visiting these 

destinations. The survey conducted to focus on 

understanding the kind of tourists visiting the 

study area, their interests and motivation, their 

preferences etc. In all 200 tourists, including 20 

foreign nationals, were interviewed at the 

different place of the study area 

It can be concluded from the present study that 

the study area is rich in natural, socio-cultural 

resources which can be tapped and wisely 

developed for promotion and development of 

ecotourism in the entire study area. The need is 

to develop and manage these resources in a 

planned manner so that they give benefits to the 

present generation and are also preserved for 

future use. In this context it would be proper to 
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remember that we have not inherited this earth 

from our forefathers but we have borrowed it 

from our children. 
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